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Poctical %r!rctinnﬁ.

BE KIND.

BY AN UNENOWN WRITEIL

Be Kind to thy fathor—for when thon wert young,
Who loved thee so fondiy ns het

He canghib the st accents i ot fell from thy tongue
And Jolned lnthy Innoeont glee,

Be Kind to thy father for now he 18 old,
His loeks Intermingled with gray:

His footsteps are feehle, onee fiarless and boid,
Thy father is passing awny.

Ba kind to thy mother=for o1 on lier brow
Moy trioes of sorcow e s

Ul well muy'st thou eherish and comfort her now,
For loving and Kind hath she Deen,

Hamember thy mother—for thee she will pray
As long ns God giveth her breath ;

With aceents of Kindness, then, cheer her lone wiy,
Ehean to the valley of denth,

Be kind to thy brother—hls heart will have dearh,
If the gmile of thy Joy be withdrawn;
I'hie flowers of feeling will fade ot thele birth,
If the dew of affection be gone.
Be kind to thy brother—whorover you are;
The Tove of & brother shall bo
An orngment, purer, aud vicher by far
Than pearls from the depthis of Lhe son,

Be kind to thy slster—not ninny mny kuow
The depth of pure sisterly love;
The wealth of the ocean les fathoms below
The surfoaee Lhot sparkles above,
Tho Kindness shall bring to thee many sweeb hours;
Andl blessings thy pathway Lo crown,
Aftcetion shall wenve thee agarland of flowers,
More precious than wealth or rehowin,

" RAISING THE “OLD BOY!”

PT WAS o dark and tempestuous night
[ a night to fill the soul with fright;
the thunders pealed, the lightuing flashed,
the wild beasts syquealled and the elements
clashed, while the rain from above in tor-
rents dushed, when a poor preacher of
the gospel wended his way through the
dismal intricacies of a Western forest
many years ago.

The poor man felt anything but com-
fortable, for he was wet throngh to the
skin, and almost tired to death. He had
been tramping around since morning,
beside he had lost his way, so the reader
oan guess the state of mind he was in,
und also appreciate the sudden transition
from despair to hope which he experi-
enced on seeing the glimmer of a light
ahead. Ie quickened his flagging foot-
steps and soon came up to  the light
which issued from the only window of
solitary log cabin in the forest.

Remembering the seriptural injunc-
tion, * knoek and it shall be opened unto
you" he did so; but without meoting
with any response. e wrapped again
louder than before, and this time o groff
{forgale voice asked :

“Who's there "

It's ]._” wius the definite l‘u]-])‘ of our |
vain-sonked parsor,

“ Well, who are you and what do you
wan't ¢ nsked the voice, grufler than be-
fore,

Ay pour, bi.‘,ui;_,llll_'l] 1;!‘-.;;1-.:1:1_'1‘ of the
wighes to stay here to-night,”
the purson, in a dolorous voice,

“ Well, stuy there—I don't see what's
ta hinder you !”

“ But I am almost starved, and T will

pay you liberully for sowe supper,” he |

yespouded, chattering with cold and not
in the least appreciating the joke.

The words *liberal pay” acted like
open sesame L and after o fow moments
of delay, oeeasioned by ‘the unfustening
of the door, it was opened sndiour pursou
entered, 5

He found himsell’ in a rough apart-

niont with a large five plice ut one end l

on whielv u great log five wus blaziug;

a rough dea! table nud three chaivs, be- |

gides a box filled with dry flux, comprised
the furniture,

But all minor deficiences seemud to be
more than made up by the lady of the
house, for he was fully six feet in height
and weighed nigh unto theee lundred

unds.

H‘:J."\fu:r having pluced some food on the
table she turned to the parson, who stood
shivering before the . fire, making futile
ablempts to dry himsell’ by alternately
turning one side, then the other to the
fire.

 Now 1 want you to eat this grub as
quick as you know how, and then tramp
forit's perfectly jmpossible for me to
keep you hore over night."”

“ But, my good woman,” said the par-
gon, anxiously “ I shall perish in this in-
aloment weather ; I have been wandering
in this fearful storm ever since morning
and if you have any compassion or pity
at all you will try and give me some
place where I can be sheltered from this

|?il'l'|‘ln for the night,”” and he offered her

|a five dollar note,

“Well,” gaid the woman, avaraciously

[ elutehing the money, “ If' you think you
[can stay in the garret, ln.l}"lu.' you enn

own neeord on the parson’s henad press
ing it upward, and not withont some |
[ ditfienlty he munnged to sijueeze  himsell’

stay ; but hurry up, for 1 expeet my lus-
bund howe every minute and it's s
much as your life is worth if' he should
flnd you here, for Lhe's o very devil io-
carnate and would think wo more of

murdering you thun he would of shooting

w grizaly
The woman produced a ghort ladder
a# she spoke. and bade the parson to got
up in the garrvet.
Thero was a  small * drop"

or  brap
door in the ceiling, i

whiclh raiged of ils

through the aperture,

After e was up, the woman Yold liim
to shut the tyap and vot make any noise
for his life; and then taking the ladder
away, the parson was left to his own re-

| flections.

Wet and uncomfortable as hie was, such
was his fatigue that he had almost fallen
asleep when hie was  disturbed by  somo
one's knocking atthe door.

Being somewhat eurious to know what
sort of a man his unknown host was, he

in the flosr into the room benenth,
e saw the woman open the door cau-
tionsly, and after admitting o short, thick

| set man, in a heavy cloak, lock and bult

it again.

perings that ensued, our parson righily
concluded that the person who had just
eutered was not the Liusband,
but her paramour, who had taken advan-
tage of the husbund’s nbsence to pay the
woman s noeturnal visit.

After whispering together for awhile
the woman went to a cupboard and pro-
duced a bottle of whiskyand a plate of
ham and bread, which she set upon the
table, and the twain were soon engaged
in a loving repast.

While the parson was watching the
guilty couple there came a  thundering
kunocking at the door, which eaused them
hoth to jump to their feet in the greatest
consternation.
of time, the woman ran to the lurge box
of flax and emptied its contents upon the
floor 3 shie then bade the man, who was
almost scaved to death, to get into the
flix, which he was only too glad to do,

womian's

{ him up with the flax,

| stand oul

1 .-lwl who has lost his way, aud who |
auswered | a1

and when be wus in she rapidly covered
The woman than
ran to the door and unbolted it, all the
time rubbing her eyes as if' just awnken-
:'n} oub ol ! 1y gled 1

“ Why the devil den't you let o feller
thiere all might ! exelaimed
the new-comer, w tall powertiul, villainous
looking man, clud in o hunter's garh,
I he dealt her a vinging box on the ear,

%1 was asloep and didn't hear yon “be-
[ fore I" whimpered the woman, ** And
L don't, for God’s sike enrse #o0 wmuch, for
| there's & Methodist winister in the gur-
ret i

S Who enres for Methodist ministors,
ke to know? Buat I'll soon have
him out of his hole! Iere, you old
canting hypoerite, come out o' this and
show _\'-ll'.i.-'i‘“.. or ['ll wuke you "™ he ex-
elaimed, with muny imprecations;, as he
set the ladder before the trap door

The poor purson, almest dead with
[ fright, slowly descended the ladder. look-
ing a8 white os a ghost ; for from the ruf-
fian's wanner, ho ypected thut he would
be u ;:hn-t --Imi'['!:.

Don't bt the poor man ! See how
ri!-]i;_\' he looks," excluimed the wWooman,
pitying the poor parson's distross.

“You shut up and mind yer own busi-
ness, or it'll be worse for yow,” was the
gracions reply of her lord; theu, turn-
ing to the trembling parson, he asked :

* Are you n Methodist preacher, and
do you believe in hell and the devil 77

The parson 1'1_-}»“1:!] in the aflirmative.

“Wall, llu-ll. ])) the l‘[‘.‘l'!l:l!, I don't!
and it you believe in the devil, you'll
| either make him appear, or 'll cut yer
| lying throat and make you nppear belore
[ him " and Le drew his Lbowie-knife in a
threatening manner,

The poor prencher was in

anything

of the other world began to fill his wind
with anxious forebodings; for itis a ve-
muarkable fuct that however much eler.
gymen may preach aod talk of the joys
and bliss of the other world, they preler
to have others go and enjov it.

This may be self-abnegation or pure
unselfishuess—Heaven knows !

“Are you most ready?’ asked the
ruffiun, ruising his knife as he saw low
the other hesitated, “ I'll give you just
three minutes, and if the devil is not
here then, you'll be with the deyil I

arose and peered through a small erack |

From the mysterious actions and whis- |

Without & moment's loss |

but an enviable situation, and thoughts |

“My friond,” said the pamson, into |

| whose Tiead a byilliant idea had popped,
that there is o hell is n well established
fact, ns 1 can prove by bundreds of wri-
ters, and that the devil exists allows
no contradiction, and that 1 have the
power to make him appear is also true;
bt dreadfal for you will be the counse
(uence it he does! Botter it you had
uever been boyn than to see Sutan fuee to
fice in the wicked state which you are
in " ‘

¢ D—n you, stop your preaching and
It‘u]lt.‘ilr old boy. 1l stand the
quences ; and be guick aboutit, for time's
up!"”

The parson went to the fire-place and
took thence a burning brand, which he
applied to the box of dried flux. It
bluged up almost like gunpowdor, and
the unearthly yell that issued from the

Conse-

|

[ poor devil in the box was truly appalling. |

With an acrobatie power of the pos
gession of which le himsell® uno-
ware, he leaped out of the box coverad
from head' to foot with the burning flax.
“”llh Iours '.illl]. ]h‘\\'n‘ of ngony ]Il'. mde
straight for the door, but e was not
quick as the owner of the premisges, {or
with one look of terror at the burning
fignre he fled out of the house, closely
followed by his  Suntauic Majesty.”

When they were both goue, the parson
aave his hostess a short but eficetive lee-
ture on connubial duties, after which he
sonted himsell comfortably before the
fire '

When the woman’s husbund

Wwis

returned

vespect, fully convineed that he had the
power to raise the devil at will,

An Amusing Incident.

S a drayman was laviously beating
LA his lank, halfistarved mule, near
the Government Square, Havana, he was
astonished to hear the animal exclaim :

¢ Knough, you brute !"”

The draywan looked aghast, and search-
ed under his dray and arvound his mule
| ta find the origin of this sepulehral voice,
| when hie was again horrified to hear from
the animal, to all appearances:

“You ure a brute !”

The drayman was dumbfounded, and
trembled like an aspen leaf, and dropped
| hig whip as if stung by an adder, Ile
blessed himself, and was about falling on
his knees, when ho again heard :

I was your mother once upona time,

This capped the elimax, and o gentle-
man from the crowd, that had gatherved
around, endeavored to explain to the ter-
ror-stricken  drayman, that sometimes
| disembodied spirits return to the world
in the furm of avimals, Just this mo-
ment Signor Blitz, acompanied by his two
friends, who had hbeen looking on  the
| .-1|:|t|_','_u Ecena :lll.ii l."ll“!ll'\,'.l'll:_'_ thi". !'I.lll, :1([-
'j--nrmz'] to the Union Coffee House, on
the neighboring corner, and left
| exowd endeavoring to induce the nnimal
[ to speak againg and the drayman embra-
ciug tho wule in a most filial mauner.

e
A Dishonest Trader Outwitted.

A Suilor from one of'the lake flest

vorspls went into o shop i Milwaukeo

1]

1‘:1'[:.‘ conts.
salll: “There is o two dollar bill—give
me the change,” A glanee showed the
storekeeper that the bill was a V"
hastily sweeping it into the drawer,
gave back the chauge. After Jack
| cone the man went to the deawer
found that the bill was a “V,” to

and
he
Wils
and
illl

i purchosed goods to the amount of

he treated the parson. with the greatest |

the |

i HULE, but was the worst l‘n11||l|.'l‘|'f.'lt eVer I

soen.  Indignant at the treatment, Jack
wis {ound Ir",' tha rillll'L':li(!E]'Ul' il]lli l[ll‘l:ul-
ened, but Jack wis veady, and showed hy
a comrade that he received hut a dolloy
nud o bhall in change, so. that he could
not have given the man the hill,
n little talk the wmatter was allowed o
[ drop by. the storekeaper, who had proba-
bly leayned something he did not koow
before,

GNound on the Goose,™

A pious old negro woman was  once
caught by her master stealing o goose:
pud the next Sunday she partook of the
compunion, after which her master ae-
costed her as follows :

“Why, Hannal, I saw you to-day at
the eommunion table I

“Yaos, tauk de Lord, munssa, 1 was
I 'lowed to be dere wid de rest ob his fami-
I:'-I'l

“ But, Hanoah, I was surprised to sce
you there!"” he said. * How is it about
the goose

She looked a little surprised, ns if
she didn't comprehend the cause of his
wonder ; but soon catching the meaning
exclaimed 1

o th', sag, do you tink I'soa goin' to
let an old goose stand between me and
wy Maker#”

L

After |

The Times, New Bloomfield, Pa.

A Bold American,

FRVIE Moxican Republie has beeome

the theatre of wost extroordinary
oxploits, and one hears in his trav I
mnrvellous tales of robbery and of the
hubits of those who live ]l_\ theft. A
gtory was recently told the writer which
'I.%llililn- interesting, and besides, it Ty
the advantage of being well vonched
fur,

A diligenee was on its way from the
capital to Vera Cruz. 1t was  well filled
with pussengere, all of whom wepe )
cans exeapt an American snod his sister,
Ab o eartain point in the road a platoon
of greasevs presenfed themselves, gunsg in
band, nud hailed the No |'r'],-1_\
wis mude to the 1 ri;.m 1% IillTil ”u') =
proached quite near, Then the
cenm, who was. riding ountside with the
driver, quietly vaised his gun, which
had been lying aeross liis !‘III, vocked it,
and at oneoe presented it ab the robbers.
He eried out to them to stop, and, threat-
ened, in cage he wos not heeded, to five.
the brigands were astonished at the bold:
ness of our hiero, and seeing that he was
ﬁl‘lnl_\' resolved to l'lghl. \u';ull to 1-:11‘113‘\'
“ Why stop us, what do you want?”
eried the robberas, ?‘:[4111 at onee, or 1
will fire," retorted the traveller. The
Mexicans who were inside the coach,

1 '
1eX1-

l'ililt'il.

half dead with fear, begged the American |

not to fire, ng they wonld, in such event
not only lose all their effects, but their
lives also, Jut ]JnH'I_'.' he confronted
the party and answered all questions
asked,

At this moment the leader of the Mex-
asked of the Awmerican, © How
many trunks have you £” ¢ I have three ;
two are my sister’s, one is mine,” ** Woll,"”
excluimed the captain of the band; * we
propose this: We will not rob you ; your
sister's baggage ghall be likewise respect-
ed ; but you must not interfere, as we
shall tuke all that those other follows have,
You agree not to shoot 7 Done,”  re-
plied the Awerican, and the bavgain was
concluded. The Mexieans approached
the boot of the stage, but our herp kept
his eyes all the while on their movements
and lylis hand upon his rifle. “1Is this
your trunk, sir ’one of the robbers ask-
ed. © That's mine.” * All right,” ex-
claimed the robber ; “ it shall not be opon-
ed,” in this way they continued the in-
vestigation, lying out on the roadside
every trunk that did not bear the initials
of the brother or sister. * Very well,”
eried the robbers ; “ and now to work.”

They took out of the remaining trunks
and bundles everything, and having fin-
ished the job, turned to the American
and said : “ Youunre & good fellow and
an honorable man 3" and he likewise in
turn, complimented them for the exceed-
ingly gentlemanly mannes in which they
had conducted themselves, “ And now
we are #o much charmed by your bravery
and resolution that we should like, each
of us, to embrace you,” gaid they. * No,
gentlemen, I am guuch obliged to you;
consider that as done, 1 lave never met
a more agreeable party of high-toned
gontlemen in my lide.  And now Mp.
Driver, go nhead ! Good day, gentlewen,”

icans

Phrowing down o bill, he | Enthusiastio adieus were waved by our

hero and the brigands, and the diligence
vas soon out of sicht,
side, who since the near approach of the
vobibers had not uttered a word, now re-
covered their self possession, und railed
at their brave fellow travelley fornot hiay-
ing sovad their trunks and effects as well
as his own,

—

A Carlous Custom.

“I' was the custom of Baliylon, five hun-
]_ dred years Lefopgghe Ulristiun era,
to have an annual anction of the wumur-
ried ladies. In every year, on a certain
statod Ll:l_\'] UI[L‘h [li.‘-ll'it'l assombled :lll its
virging of murvingesbld age. The most
beautifal were put up fivst, and the wman
who bid the highest gaived possession of
her. The second in personal charus
followed her, and 8o on, so that bidders
might gratify themselvea with handsome
wives, nccording to the health of their
wrses.  There muy yet remuin in Baby-
}ull some for whom no money was offered,
but provident Babylonians mannged
that, When all the comely ones are
sold, the erier ordera the most deformed
to stand up, and after demanding who
will marry her for a small sam, she is ad-
judged to bim who is satishied with the
least ; and in this manner the money
aised from sale of the handsome, serves
us 8 portion to those who are either of
disagrecnble looks, or that have sy oth.
er imperfaation.
pay= To Admn, Paradise was home; to
the good, smong his descendants, home
is Paradisa,

Ameri- |

The Mexicans in- |

SUNDAY READING.
Naney’s Seorel.

There onece lived in an old brown cot-
tige o solitary woman.  She tended her
]itl[*_‘ ‘,_’:l]'lit'n, ITIII knit and Epun for iil.‘l‘
living., Bhe was known everywhero as
“ Happy Naviey” e hnd ne money,
no fomily, vo  relatives, and was  lhinlf
blind, quite lrme, and very erovked.—
There wis n¢y comeliness in her, and yet
there, in that homely deformed body, the
great God, whio loves to bring strength ont
ol '\\'l'!l]\]ll"-'-'. hod Bel his rn'\'ul weal.

“AVell Nur oy, .~':|l_‘:.'.|_-; aenin P wonld
as he .‘.-tLll'l}l':d ut

the chance vie itor say
her door, ’

“Oh yes, I'mi forever at it.”

‘I wish youw'd tell me your secrob
Naney. You are all alpne, you work hard,
you have nothing very plensant surround-
ing you; whet s the reason you're so
huppy ' ]

i "t'!'ll:li'l!-i it's becavse T haven't got
anybody  but God,” replied the good
erenture, looking upward. - “ You seo
rich folks like to depend upon their fam-
ilies and theie Tonses ; they've got to
be thinking about their business, of their
wives and childre v ; and then they're al-
wiys mighty alre id of troubles ahend, I
ain’t got anything to trouble myself
thout you 'eanuse [ lewve all to the
Lord, I think, well, it he can keep this
greant world in such good order, the sun
rolling day after day, and the stars shin-
ing wight after night, and make my gar-
don things come up the same, season af-
ter season, he can ¢ t-l'l:nilll_‘h‘ tuke care of
such a poor thing a8 T am; and so you
sée Ileave it all to the Lord, and the
Lord takes cuave of me.”

“Well, but Nuney, suppose a frost
comes after your firuit trees are all in
blossom, and your plants out; suppose—

“ But 1 don't suppose, I never eansup-
pose, T don’t want to suppose, except that
the Lord will do everything right. That's
what makes you people unhappy ; you're
all the time supposing.  Now, why ecan’t
you wait till the suppose comes, nnd then
make the best of it

sea,

e a— -

Let Tim that Heareth Say ¢ Come,”

It is the duty of every one who knows
the good news of salvation through
Christ to tell the good news, as he has
opportunity and ability, to his companion
who does not know it, that he too may be
saved., Tt is the duty of every Christian
who ean, to tell the good news to a Sun-
day School classof children, or of young
men, or of adults, or to a meeting of
[Pr{\)‘er :“ll.] {f“nﬁ‘rl"‘.”'t'. or 1‘,] u"}' LII.II.EI‘
appropriate meoting, where it will pro-
mote the glory of God and the good of
[ men, and to exhort men to cometo Jesus.
These duties are done daily by cavnest,
working Clirigfians.  They are donein
nevovdance with the divine injunetion :
** Lot him that heareth say, “Come.’

e

A Time to Langh,

Beocher says:  “Thero is a time to
lnugh. When it eomes, every Christinn
should improve it, Moreover, it is par-
fienlarly incumbent on ministers to set
| the flock a good example in this respect,
A merry heart doeth good like o medi-
cing, and is much ecasier take. The
minister has no right to wear himself

to

|nul by unnecessary lriction, when the oil
{ of gludmess iz dropping upon the pas-
tures from overy side.  To maintain

cheerfulness, even in the fuce of real dif-
fienlty aud trouble, is one of the crown-
ing graces of L:'ii‘ihliitll“_\_'. and the min-
| ister even beyond other men should seck
for 16"

-

‘ Things to Remember,

Leisure is the time for doing something
pseful,  This leisure the diligent man
will obtain, but the lazy man, never; so
that, a5 poor Richard says, © A life of
leisure and a life of laziness are two
things."

It is not what people cat, but what they
digest, that makes them strong. It is not

;*I they gain, but what they save, that
es them yich. Tt is not what they
rend, but what tlu'_\' l'(:lnclu}.n_'t‘, that
makes the learned. It is not what they
profess, but what they practice, that
wikes them rightoous,
-
g He who cannot find time to con-
| sult his Bible, will one day find time to
be sick ; he who hus not time to pray
| must find time to dies he who can find
| no time to reflect is wost likely to. find
! time to sin ;3 he who canpob find time for
vepentance  will find nu eternity in which
repentance will be of no avail; he who
cannot find time to work for others, may
find an eternity in which to suffer for
himself.




